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Introduction

Ghosts, spirits, poltergeists—whatever label you wish to 

apply—have a place in American civilization, whether an in-

dividual acknowledges them by a name or not. Legends and 

stories about supernatural occurrences are retold endlessly 

with believers and nonbelievers perpetuating them over gen-

erations. The question is why these stories are so important 

to us and why we feel compelled to resurrect them every day.

 Author Colin Dickey wrote about the interaction of ghosts 

and history in Ghostland: An American History in Haunted 

Places. He said, “Ghost stories in many ways are a way for us 

to approach our own history.”1

 Fabricated ghost stories are as fragile as dandelion blooms 

in a breeze. The stories that persevere are stories with relevance 
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to a person and his or her family, or tales that connect some-

one to a particular building or geographic area.

 In St. Augustine, Florida, the oldest continuously occupied 

settlement in the continental United States, visitors come to 

see and hear about local ghosts as they absorb the intricate 

history of the former colonial village. Many guests choose to 

immerse themselves in the city’s ghost stories by staying in 

bed-and-breakfast inns that have a reputation of hauntings. 

The stories abound, and integral to the stories are St. Augus-

tine’s Spanish and Minorcan roots.

 St. Augustine’s history includes Spanish lore and the 

unique history of the Minorcan culture. The Spanish arrived 

on Florida’s shores in 1565 and stayed until 1821 with the ex-

ception of the twenty-year occupation of the British from 1763 

to 1784.

 The British Period is significant for the introduction of 

indentured servants to Florida. The term “Minorcan” refers 

collectively to a group of willing men and women brought to 

Florida by Dr. Andrew Turnbull. Single men and families were 

imported from the island of Minorca, one of three Balearic Is-

lands in the Mediterranean Sea, which at the time was a Brit-

ish possession. People from Italy, Greece, and Corsica were 

included in the mass importation. This was the largest single 

group of European settlers to immigrate as a unit to the New 

World.

 These men and women worked an indigo plantation in 

New Smyrna until a group of approximately seven hundred 

marched to St. Augustine in 1777 for sanctuary. They re-

mained in the city when Florida was returned to Spain in 1784 

and were firmly established in St. Augustine when the penin-

sula became American territory in 1821. They remain the core 

group of America’s oldest city.
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 The Menorcan Cultural Society was founded in the 1980s to 

preserve and promote the heritage and culture of the Menor-

cans who left their Mediterranean homeland to make a new 

life in the New World. The society chose to use the spelling 

of “Menorcan” with an “e” rather than the earlier use of “Mi-

norcan” with an “i.” They are the only Menorcan society in the 

United States and enjoy a worldwide membership.

 All the ghost stories throughout this book—whether of 

Spanish or Minorcan origin—are part of St. Augustine’s his-

tory. Many of the stories take place on St. George Street, one 

of the oldest streets in the United States. The Plaza de la Con-

stitución, the oldest extant landmark in the United States, also 

features several ghost stories. Originally used as the center 

of town in 1572–73, it became the official plaza in 1598 by a 

Spanish government decree requiring all colonial positions 

to construct a central location according to specific measure-

ments and design.

 The streets around the rectangular plaza extend from the 

corners in the directions of north and south, east and west. 

Visitors and residents walk the streets daily, and the town is 

full at night with ghost tours. The sightseers have kept night-

life alive; before the tours, St. Augustine shut down at the end 

of a workday. Now the streets are filled with folks eager to hear 

the stories and the city’s history. It should be understood that 

some tours tell stories that are historically correct; others tell 

stories that are fabricated. Explaining history through story-

telling has been done for centuries; here in St. Augustine we 

try to capture history through our ghost stories.


