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der of JOHNSTON the last formidable fragment of the rebel armies is ex-
tinct, and truly, indeed, the last days of the rebellion are rapidly approaching.”6

 On May 4, at Citronelle, Alabama, Lieutenant General Richard A. Taylor 
surrendered his small command, and on June 2, General E. Kirby Smith ac-
cepted the terms of surrender for the Army of the Trans-Mississippi aboard 
the USS Fort Jackson in Galveston Bay, Texas. Most units of his Trans-Mis-
sissippi command had already dissolved and returned home after Lieutenant 
General Simon Buckner agreed to terms on May 26 in New Orleans. Both 
Taylor and Smith surrendered to Major General E. R. S. Canby with terms 
similar to those extended to Lee. One Confederate commander in the West, 
Brigadier General Stand Watie, a Cherokee, stubbornly refused to come in 
despite knowledge of the surrender of Smith, under whose command he 
served. Watie finally surrendered on June 23 at the town of Doaksville in the 
Choctaw Nation (what is today Choctaw County, Oklahoma). With the sur-
render of Lee, Johnston, Taylor, Smith, and Watie, the Civil War had come to 
an end.7

the WaR’s enD in FloRiDa

By the time of these surrenders, many of the key places along Florida’s long 
coast had long been under control of Union forces. Fort Pickens in Pensac-
ola, Fort Taylor in Key West, and Fort Jefferson in the Dry Tortugas had, 
in fact, never left Union control and had been crucial in the establishment 
and maintenance of the Gulf Blockading Squadrons starting in 1861. After 
its occupation in November 1861, Egmont Key was a base of operations for 
the Union blockading fleet for the remainder of the war. In 1862 the Union 
permanently occupied Fernandina and Fort Clinch (March), St. Augustine 
and Fort Marion (March), and Pensacola and Forts Barrancas and McRee 
(May), and temporarily occupied Apalachicola (April). Jacksonville changed 
hands four times beginning in 1862, but by the end of the war it was firmly in 
Union hands. In 1864 Union forces temporarily occupied Tampa, Manatee 
(Bradenton), and, on two occasions, Palatka on the St. Johns River. By early 
1864, Union troops had taken control of Fort Myers and Cedar Key.8

 From these occupied Florida communities, Union forces actively recruited 
enlistees for newly formed regiments of U.S. Colored Troops, and for ser-
vice in the Union navy, from escaped slaves who had taken refuge at those 
places. The First and Second Florida Cavalry Regiments, which served in 
the Union army, recruited white Unionists and Confederate deserters. Re-
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gardless of these successes, Union attempts to gain significant advantage in 
the interior of the state failed when an invasion launched from Jacksonville 
in February 1864 ended in Union defeat at the Battle of Olustee. In March 
1865 a Union campaign directed at Fort Ward on the St. Marks River and 
probably ultimately at Tallahassee failed when the Confederates defeated a 
force composed largely of African American troops at the Battle of Natural 
Bridge.9

 For Florida, the surrender of General Joseph Johnston on April 26, 1865, 
was of particular importance. Johnston didn’t merely surrender his army in 
the field; he also surrendered all Confederate troops in the Carolinas, Geor-
gia, and Florida. Stacking arms at the Bennitt Farm with Johnston’s Army of 
Tennessee were the remnants of the First Florida Infantry Regiment Con-
solidated (First, Third, Fourth, Sixth, and Seventh Florida Infantry and First 
Florida Cavalry) and Abell’s Light Artillery. In Florida, Major General Sam 
Jones, commander of Confederate forces in the state, had initially called for 
continued resistance after Lee’s surrender. However, Jones received word on 
April 29 of Johnston’s surrender, which, under the terms of that settlement, 
included the capitulation of Confederate troops in Florida. The Civil War in 
Florida was over.10

 Following Johnston’s surrender, Brigadier General Edward M. McCook 
and his staff entered Tallahassee on May 10 in order to establish federal 
control and authority in Florida and to accept the formal surrender of all 
Confederate troops in the state. On May 10, after the surrender of Talla-
hassee, Captain Charles G. Campbell lowered the Confederate flag at Fort 
Ward, and on May 12, McCook’s Union troops took possession and raised the 
United States flag over Florida’s last coastal fort to surrender and the target 
of the Union campaign that had ended in failure only two months prior. In a 
ceremony in Tallahassee on May 20 marking the formal transition of power, 
McCook announced the Emancipation Proclamation and raised the United 
States flag over the state capitol. By early June, all regular Confederate units 
in the state had formally surrendered, and organized armed insurrection in 
the state was at an end.11

Johnston’s suRRenDeR anD lincoln’s ReconstRuction

When Johnston surrendered his command, it came at the end of an involved 
negotiation over not just military surrender but also political issues related to 
the restoration of the Union. Important, however, is that his surrender came 
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on the heels of the April 14 assassination of President Lincoln; Sherman had 
in fact shared a telegram about the assassination with Johnston when they 
first met to discuss surrender on April 17. There is no doubt that this tragic 
event had profound implications for the outcome of these negotiations.12

 A year earlier, the Union invasion of the interior of Florida that ended in 
defeat at the Battle of Olustee had both military and political goals.13 With a 
victory in this campaign, Lincoln had hoped that pro-Union residents would 
help to establish a reconstructed government along the lines proposed in his 
December 8, 1863, proclamation. In a January 13, 1864 communication with 
Major General Quincy A. Gilmore at Hilton Head Island, South Carolina, 
Lincoln had stated, “I understand an effort is being made by some worthy 
gentlemen to reconstruct a loyal State government in Florida. . . . I wish the 
thing done in the most speedy way possible, so that when done it will be 
within the range of the late proclamation on the subject.”14 Although Lincoln 
was interested in a reconstructed Florida as a means to garner more support 
for his reelection, there can be little doubt that he also wanted to begin in 
Florida the process of reconstruction that had already begun in Arkansas, 
Louisiana, and Tennessee. The failure of the 1864 Union military campaign 
in Florida ended these hopes.
 Under Lincoln’s leadership, work to extend into peacetime protection of 
the freedom granted to slaves by the wartime Emancipation Proclamation 
and to extend freedom to all slaves in the nation had resulted in Congress’s 
passing the Thirteenth Amendment on January 31, 1865. This amendment 
provided that “Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punish-
ment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist 
within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.” Although 
not yet ratified by the required number of states at the time of the surrender 
of the Confederate armies in the spring of 1865, it was clear to all of the south-
ern states that the former slaves would be free, regardless of their subsequent 
political and social status.15

 In early April 1865, General Johnston had been in communication with 
President Jefferson Davis and Secretary of War John C. Breckinridge, who 
were in nearby Greensboro, North Carolina, after evacuating the capital at 
Richmond. Although Davis initially wanted Johnston to continue the fight, 
after learning of Lee’s surrender he allowed Johnston to meet with Sherman 
to discuss terms. They met on April 17 at the Bennitt Farm near Durham 
Station. Sherman and Johnston met again the following day and signed con-
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ditional terms of surrender that disbanded Confederate armies under John-
ston’s command. Southern regiments would return to their respective state 
capitals, where they would deposit arms in state arsenals, and each officer 
and enlisted man would sign an oath of allegiance. Also, current Confeder-
ate state governments would be recognized upon the taking of loyalty oaths 
by state officers and legislators, except where Union governments had been 
established in states during the course of the war, in which case the U.S. 
Supreme Court would determine which were legitimate. Additional terms 
reestablished federal courts, restored individual political rights and rights 
of property, and provided a general amnesty for the individuals and states 
participating in the rebellion. Basically, execution of oaths of allegiance by 
Confederate soldiers and by officers and legislators of the states in rebellion 
would restore the Union to a status very much like the one before hostilities 
had erupted four years earlier.16 A meeting between Sherman and Lincoln at 
City Point on March 27 may have influenced the conciliatory nature of these 
terms. Lincoln discussed reconstruction, although these terms went well be-
yond what he had contemplated by offering, among other things, to recognize 
the legality of the state governments of the Confederacy.17

 Sherman sent the terms agreed to by General Johnston to President An-
drew Johnson for approval. Coming on the heels of Lincoln’s assassination, 
and given the extremely conciliatory nature of the proposal, Secretary of War 
Edwin M. Stanton and the president quickly rejected this agreement.18 John-
son dispatched General Grant to Raleigh, North Carolina, where he arrived 
on April 24 to prepare to resume hostilities against Johnston’s army. Grant 
instructed Sherman to attempt to negotiate a military surrender from John-
ston modeled after terms agreed to by Lee a few days earlier. Sherman and 
Johnston met again on April 26 and agreed to those terms.19

 It will never be known if Lincoln would have, had he lived, accepted terms 
for the surrender of Johnston which included political reconstruction as well 
as military surrender, and if reconstruction might have been based on the 
original agreement signed by Johnston and Sherman. He certainly would 
have modified the conditional terms forwarded to Washington to include 
freedom for slaves and nonpayment of the Confederate debt, among other 
things.20 In the end, the terms of Johnston’s surrender were similar to those 
agreed to by Lee for the Army of Northern Virginia, and questions of per-
sonal rights and the political reintegration of the states in rebellion were left 
unresolved.
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