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January 3

On January 3, 1987, Wayne Mixon began the shortest term as Florida’s 
governor. Mixon served only three days, replacing Governor Daniel 
Robert “Bob” Graham, who resigned to begin his term as a US senator. 
Mixon, who had served two terms as lieutenant governor under Gra-
ham, took on the position as a temporary measure to fill a gap created 
by the inaugural calendar. Mixon left office on January 6 when newly 
elected Robert “Bob” Martinez took the oath of office. Mixon’s position 
as governor would be his last public office.

for further reading: Allen Morris and Joan Perry Morris, eds., The 
Florida Handbook, 2011–2012, 33rd biennial edition (Tallahassee: Peninsular, 
2011).

January 4

On January 4, 2000, Florida State University won its second national 
title in football. Led by standout wide receiver Peter Warrick, the Semi-
noles defeated Virginia Tech 46–29 in a thrilling Sugar Bowl game. 
They overcame Virginia Tech and its quarterback, Michael Vick. The 
game epitomized two decades of dominance by teams from Florida. 
Along with the University of Florida and the University of Miami, FSU 
changed the landscape of college football in the 1980s and 1990s. 
From 1983 to 2001, the three teams combined to win eight national 
championships and consistently finished in the top 5 of the year-end 
rankings.

for further reading: Bob Boyles and Paul Guido, The USA Today 
College Football Encyclopedia, 2009–2010: A Comprehensive Modern Reference to 
America’s Most Colorful Sport, 1953-Present (New York: Skyhorse, 2009).

January 5

On January 5, 1942, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill flew to 
South Florida for a brief break from international diplomacy. Churchill 
stayed for five days in Pompano Beach at the house of US Secretary 
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of State Edward Stettinius. Churchill flew to the United States shortly 
after the attack on Pearl Harbor to coordinate the war efforts of the 
two countries. The meetings of high-ranking officials in Washington, 
DC, known as the Arcadia Conference, lasted from December 22 to 
January 12. The prime minister spent most of the time as President 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s guest. The excursion to Florida provided 
a brief respite from the arduous planning at the conference, and 
Churchill hoped the Florida trip would prevent him from overstaying 
his welcome. 

for further reading: Celia Sandys, Chasing Churchill: The Travels of 
Winston Churchill (London: Unicorn, 2014).

January 6

On January 6, 1836, a group of Seminole Indians attacked William 
Cooley’s plantation and killed Cooley’s wife, their children, and a tu-
tor. The plantation was on the New River in what is now Fort Lau-
derdale. The attack was retribution for what the Natives perceived as 
Cooley’s betrayal of his role as justice of the peace the year before. In 
late 1835, white settlers killed Chief Alabama. Cooley discovered the 
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perpetrators, only to have a county court dismiss the charges on ac-
count of “insufficient evidence.” Word of the so-called New River mas-
sacre or Cooley massacre helped white Americans justify the ensuing 
Second Seminole War.

for further reading: Andrew K. Frank, Before the Pioneers: Indians, 
Settlers, Slaves, and the Founding of Miami (Gainesville: University Press of 
Florida, 2017).

January 7

On January 7, 1861, local militia from Fernandina captured Fort Mar-
ion in the name of the newly formed Confederacy. The capture of Fort 
Marion occurred a few days before Florida formally voted to secede 
from the United States, but the US military had already abandoned the 
fort that it deemed unworthy of defending. Only Ordnance Sergeant 
Henry Douglas stayed behind as caretaker. When the Florida militia-
men arrived, Douglas would only cede control of the fort after the mi-
litia signed a receipt accepting responsibility for the historic fort. The 
militia then took most of the artillery and other supplies back to Fer-
nandina. The Confederacy controlled Fort Marion until March 12, 1862.  

for further reading: Daniel L. Schafer, Thunder on the River: The Civil 
War in Northeast Florida (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2010).

January 8

On January 8, 1842, the St. Augustine News published “Notes on the 
Passage across the Everglades.” Written to relay details about a Second 
Seminole War engagement, “Notes” provided one of the first highly 
detailed published accounts of the Everglades. It revealed many of the 
ecological challenges the soldiers confronted, including the region’s 
“boundless expanse of saw-grass and water, occasionally interspersed 
with little islands, all of which are overflowed.” The account described 
for the public the exotic flora and fauna of the interior as well as the 
presence of islands and mangroves in the wetlands. In many ways 
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it shaped the public’s fascination with the region as both a uniquely 
exotic environment and a potentially untapped source of economic 
opportunity.

for further reading: Michael Grumwald, The Swamp: The Everglades, 
Florida, and the Politics of Paradise (New York: Simon and Schuster, 2006).

January 9

On January 9, 1824, Alexander Scott, the tax collector in Pensacola, 
pleaded with Congress to not appoint someone to help regulate trade 
in the town. The United States had recently claimed Florida from 
Spain and scrambled to fill administrative roles throughout the terri-
tory. Scott insisted that appointing another administrator was a need-
less expense, especially in what he deemed the sleepy town of Pen-
sacola. He declared that he was more than capable of taking on the 
meager obligations that would arise from the local economy. The town 
had only a few hundred white and black inhabitants, and the local 
economy was based on trading for deerskins with local Creek Indians, 
a trade that federally appointed Indian agents would handle. The rest, 
Scott explained, was hardly worth regulating at all because “no teas 
wines &cc are, or probably ever will be imported into that place.”

for further reading: John James Clune and Margo S. Stringfield, 
Historic Pensacola (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2009).

January 10

On January 10, 1861, Florida became the third state to secede from 
the United States. The delegates to the secession convention were 
overwhelmingly slaveholders who justified their actions on account 
of the abolitionist policies of Lincoln and the Republican Party. They 
declared that they had no choice but to separate from a federal gov-
ernment whose leaders “proclaimed hostility to our institutions.” The 
final vote tally was 62–7, but 65 men ultimately signed Florida’s seces-
sion ordinance. Of all of the Confederate states, Florida was by far the 
least populated and was widely seen as still being the frontier. This 


